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Phylum Protozoa: Characteristics, Classification, and Examples
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Characteristics:

Protozoa are unicellular organisms with eukaryotic cells.

. They exhibit diverse body shapes and are heterotrophic in their nutrition.

Protozoa are motile and use various structures for locomotion.
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4. They reproduce both asexually and sexually.
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Protozoa are found in various habitats and play important roles in ecosystems.
Protozoa can also be causative agents of various diseases.

. They possess various organelles, such as pseudopodia, flagella, and cilia.
. The life cycle of protozoa involves various stages.

They have different modes of nutrition, such as parasitic, saprophytic, and autotrophic.

0. Protozoa are microscopic in size.
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11. They have different types of cytoplasmic organization.
12. The study of protozoa is called protozoology.

Classification:

1.

2.

Class Rhizopoda: These organisms possess pseudopodia, temporary cytoplasmic
extensions that aid in movement. An example is Amoeba.

Class Flagellata: These organisms have flagella, long, whip-like structures that aid in
movement. An example is Euglena.

Class Ciliata: These organisms have cilia, short, hair-like structures that aid in movement.
An example is Paramecium.

Class Sporozoa: These organisms are non-motile and produce spores during their life
cycle. An example is Plasmodium.



